WELCOME
Welcome to the My Digital Studio Quick Start Guide: Photo Albums. In this guide, we’ll look at how you
can quickly and easily create beautiful photo albums that you can share with or give to your friends and
family. So let’s get started!

1. New Project Options. When My Digital Studio opens, you’ll be prompted to choose a project
type—photo album, greeting card, calendar, or multiple output. Since we’ll be working on a
photo album in this guide, click Photo Album. You’ll then be prompted to select a size from the
five available choices. We’ll choose 12” X 12” for this guide.

2. Choose a Template. After choosing the type and size of your project, My Digital Studio will offer
the choice of using a designer template, using a photo layout template, or creating your own.
The designer templates have been created by Stampin’ Up!’s team of artists and, after a few
additions from you, are ready for printing. Designer templates are the quickest and easiest way
to create beautiful projects, so we’ll select Designer for this guide.

3. Designer Template Wizard. It’s all about options! With My Digital Studio, you’ll have several
different templates that you can choose from as you create your projects. The Designer
Template Wizard will guide you through the process of creating your photo album. We’ll start
with choosing a designer template.

a. Choose a Designer Template. The Designer Template Wizard is divided into three
areas—a list of the steps, a list of available templates, and a preview area. You can click
on any available template and a preview image of the template will be shown in the
preview area. Simply scroll over the thumbnail image to see a larger version. When
you’ve found the template that you would like to use, click on Next.

b. Custom Page Arrangement. In this step, the Designer Template Wizard allows you to
arrange the pages of your project. You can add, delete, or rearrange the order of the
pages you’ll use in your project. Since we’re working on a photo album in this project,
we’ll choose to have 12 pages, but you can choose to have more or less in other projects
if you like. (Please note that if you select to print your project using Stampin’ Up!’s
professional print services, you will need to have a minimum page count—22 pages. Any
page that you do not design will be printed blank.)

c. Photo Options. With My Digital Studio, adding photos is simple. In the Photo Options
step, you can choose from adding individually or automatically. Allowing My Digital
Studio to automatically fill your photos can be a quick and easy option. For our photo
album, we’ll choose to add the photo individually by selecting Pick and Click: Insert
Photos Individually.

d. Name Project. All the choices have been made, so now we’re ready to name our
project. Type in the name of your project in the name field and select where you would
like My Digital Studio to save it by clicking on Change Location under Project Location.
You can then browse to where you would like to save your photo album. Click on Finish
when you’re done.
4. The Project Canvas. Once you’ve made your choices in the Designer Template Wizard, My
Digital Studio will create your project on the page canvas. This is where the real fun begins! On
the page canvas, you can use the available tools to personalize and customize your photo album
by adding embellishments, stamps, and photos. Let’s look at the available options:

Page Canvas

On the page canvas you’ll see your project with each of its individual pieces. Every object on
your project is interactive. You can change the placement, size, and color.
Changing Location
To change the location of an object on your project, click and hold on the object and then drag it
to where you want it placed. My Digital Studio will create an outline box to show where the
object will be placed.
Changing Size
Each object in My Digital Studio comes with “handles”. Handles are used to change the size and
shape of an object. To make the handles appear, click on an object; small, gray squares will
appear around the object. Click and drag the handles to change the size and shape. Dragging a
corner handle will make the object smaller or larger while maintaining the proportions. Dragging
a handle on the sides will stretch the object in the direction you pull.
Changing Color
You can easily change the color of any object in My Digital Studio. To change the color of an
object, click on it. The appropriate section of the Design Center (the right hand column of My
Digital Studio) will open. In the section, select the Change Color option. A new window will open
where you can select the color you would like.

Resource Palette

The left hand column of My Digital Studio is the Resource Palette. In this palette, you’ll find all
the things that you can add to dress up your project. The top of the palette has six icons:
Photos—My Digital Studio allows you to use any photo that you have on your
computer.
Embellishments—from brads and eyelets to ribbons and Hodgepodge Hardware, you’ll
find Stampin’ Up! embellishments that you can add to your project under this heading.
Stamps—Stampin’ Up!’s exclusive artwork can be found here in these digital stamps.
Punches—add in a touch of color or a neat design with these punches.
Photo Layouts—designed by Stampin’ Up! artists, these layouts provide a map of where
you can place your images.
Background Papers—you can embellish your projects even more with a background
paper based on Stampin’ Up!’s exclusive colors and Designer Series Papers.
When you click on any of these icons, a list of available options will appear in the palette. To
apply the option to your project, double click on it or drag it to your project.
Design Center

The Design Center contains all the tools you’ll need to customize your project. From the Design
Center you can add objects to your project, edit and change objects, and check and output your
projects. The Design Center has the following options:
Background Papers
Photos
Text
Embellishments
Punches
Stamps
Video & Multimedia
Music & Narration
Check Project
Share Project
To access any of these options, click on the heading or on an object. When you click on an
object, My Digital Studio will automatically open the corresponding section of the Design
Center.
Each of these sections contains different options that you can use to personalize your project.
5. Check Project. My Digital Studio has several helps that you can use to make sure your project
comes out just right. When you finish a project, you’ll want to take advantage of these tools
found in the Design Center under the Check Project heading.

6. Share Project. My Digital Studio has the following options for how you can output your project.

Print
Export to JPG
Interactive Project
Movie
Burn DVD Video
You can also select from Stampin’ Up!’s professional print services by clicking on the desired
project.
Since we’re working on a photo album, we’ll select Photo Album. When you click on Photo
Album, the Share Project window will open.

Welcome Screen

The first screen of the Share project window prompts you to activate the trim area guides. These
guides will help you make sure that all the elements you want printed in your photo album are
within the printable area. Once you’ve activated the trim guides, My Digital Studio will take you
back to the project canvas. You’ll notice that there is now a grayed out area on your project. This
grayed out area represents areas of your pages that will be cut off during the printing process.
Make sure to check each page of your book to ensure that none of your photos,
embellishments, or stamps are in the trim area. We highly recommend that you follow this step
to make sure that your project comes out just the way you want it. Once you’ve checked your
project, reopen the Share Project window by clicking on Photo Album again. Click Next to
continue.

Page Selection

In this screen, you can choose which pages will print. To select a page, click on the check box in
the upper left corner of each thumbnail. For this project, we’ll choose the Select All button on
the bottom right of the screen to select all the pages. Once you’ve selected the pages you want
printed, you’ll see the numbers of the pages appear in the Page Range box. Click Next to
continue.

Cover Type

The Cover Type screen allows you to choose from a cloth or leather cover or a photo cover for
your photo album. Please keep in mind that if you choose the photo cover, My Digital Studio will
use your first and last pages as the covers. For our photo album, we’ll select the photo cover.
Click Next to continue.

Page Order

You’re almost there! The Page Order screen allows you to adjust the order of your pages. You
can change the order of your pages by clicking on them and dragging them to their new
location. You can delete pages by selecting a page and then clicking on trash bin icon, or you can
add a blank page by selecting where you want a blank page added and clicking on the add a
blank page icon. You can view the layout of your photobook by using the arrows in the preview
area. When you’re happy with the page order, click Next to continue.

Book Spine Options

Since we chose to use the photo cover, we’ll need to select our book spine options (please note
that if you choose a cloth or leather cover, you will not be able to select any book spine options).
Enter text for the spine’s album in the Spine Text field or click the No Spine Text box to not have
any text on the spine. You can also select the color of your spine in the Spine Color area. Finally,
you’ll also want to select the color of the text on the spine by clicking on either black or white in
the Spine Text Color area. Click Next to continue.

Image Quality

The Image Quality screen allows you to select the print quality of your images. Selecting a lower
quality level will help with electronic outputs—making image files smaller helps them to load
quicker. A higher level makes the files larger and may affect upload time and your computer
performance. Setting your level at 80% should be sufficient for your projects.

Output Location

Now that you’ve made all of your choices regarding what your photo album will look like, you’ll
need to select where you’ll save your photo album. Click Next to continue.

Summary

The Summary window is the final step before outputting your photo album. Take a moment to
review the summary to ensure that your photo album is what you want. After reviewing the
summary, click Finish.
7. After completing the Share Project process, you’ll be taken to your demonstrator’s online store
(if you don’t have a demonstrator, you can easily find one through Stampin’ Up!’s demonstrator
finder service, or you can place your order through Stampin’ Up!’s online store). At the store,
you’ll be guided through the final steps in ordering a printed version of your photo album.

